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'They are brave, study and reliable'
Opmlons of Senior Military Officers

-Satya Prakash Singh Sr.
Vice President. AITYMS

AboutAhirs.

Ahirs are one of the finest soldiers
in the annals of military history of
India. The legends of their great
fighting prowess and heroic deeds
in battles and wars are known
throughout the world. In the two
World Wars before independence
they showed their martial merit in
the fields of Europe, Africa and
Asia. Hav. Umrao Singh did what
no other soldier has done in the
history of Artillery notonly in India
but throughout the British
Commonwealth of nations todate.
The recent story of the Battle of
Rezang La is too well known to be
recounted. The Military historians
are unanimous that this was an
unparalleled feat in the history of
warfare.

The following excerpts from the
opinions of some great soldiersand
military historians will. | guess.
Prove the point.

EXCELLENT SOL-
DIERS

They are conscientious and
painstaking workers, physically
capable of greatendurance, of bold
and stubborn disposition and
owing to their soldierly instincts,
eminently adapted to the
profession of arms.....

Ahirs make excellent soldiers.
Brave, they are manly, without
false pride; independent without
insolence: reserved in manner but
good natured, light hearted.

They are always cheerful and are
the sort of people who habitually
make the best of things. They are
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reliable, steady and of uniformly
excellent character.... After ten
years of experience of them, |
emphatically ~ endorse  the
opinion.....

Ahirs have proved a great
success and government would do
agood stroke of business in raising
more companies in the whole of
Indian Army.....

When you come over the names
of the martial races of India and
think of the

Gorkha, Rajput, Sikh, Brahmin,
Dogra, Jat, Pathan and Punjabi
Muhammadan, do not forget the
Jadubansi Ahir.

Maj. A.H. Bingley (Later Maj.
General and Secretary to the
Government of India, Army

Department)

in the official publication

Handbook for recruiting officers
for the British Indian Army.

GEN. THIMAYYA
LOVED THEM

Thimayya was posted as
second-in- command of the Ahir
company. He liked them from the
first moment he saw them. They
were long, lean, wiry fellows. They
walked with a graceful effortless
stride: 30-or 40-mile march in the
desert was nothing to them.
Moreover, they could keep up this
pace with only a canteen of water,

one onion and a half-dozen dry
chapattis  (unleavened  wheat
cakes) daily apicec....

They were simple people. They
asked for little. They arose early.
Worked hard and were asleep by
eight in the evening. Want of
discipline among them was almost
nonexistent. They, most of all, had
within themselves a kind of inner
contentment that came from an
unquestioning faith in simple but
genuine values......

Brig Humphery Evans In
Thimayya of India, P.104.

road was still under construction
and guns could not be carried to the
destination. Any adventure could
result in guns, men and all that
going into the deep nullah below
the road down and our failure to
reach the destination meant denial
of support cover to our troops. We
conference in the dead of the night.
The prestige of the Ahirs, he said,
was at stake. Yes, It was, said
others. And lo and behold! It if was
decided to take the guns forward by
part push up, wenching and taking
therisk. Itwas to the credit of these
brave and sturdy Ahirs that the
guns. reached the proposed
location in the night itself,

Next morning, the Infantary
Brigade Commander came along
with Artillery Brigade Commander
to our position. They had left their
vehicles down below, about, 2 kms
away because of bad road. They
disclosed that they had thought that
the report of our reaching the place
waswrong. Iltwas impossible, they
had thought, that guns could be
moved in those conditions in the
night (when they could not afford
to move their jeeps in broad day
light). They did not know that Ahirs
could be trusted to do any difficult
task.

Our timely deployment and
effective fire support could help
our forward posts to beat back the
Pakistani attack and cause heavy
casualties to them.
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